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The area of the Brno Directorate of State Railroads comprises severé.ll im-
portant rzail transportation centers such as Brno, Breclav, Jihlava, Veseli -
nad Moravou (Veseli n/lf), and several amaller centers such as Hrusovany T :
nad Jevisovikou (Hrusovany n/J ), Znojro, Kojetin, Wezamyslice, etc.; the '
latier, however, are far less important then the former. The rail network ;
of the “rno Directorate is depicted in Fipure 1, which includes also two i i
lar7e centera falling under the jurisdiction of other railroad directorates, oA
nanely Ceska Trebova (Prasue Dircctorate) and Prerov (Olomouc Directorate).
. - ,

411 the above naned railwoad centers have a great stratesic importance. ‘ .
Brno is the laraest of them. It has two stations: the Untown Station

(Horni Wadrazi), which handles passenmor traffic, and the Doumboun Station

(Dolni Nadrazi), vwhich handles freight (sse Figure 2). 411 trains for the J
lines ehumerated belouw are assenbled here. Thera is a lar7e boiler mon at 4
the Dowmtown Station and another ons at the station in fomi Merspice.

Comment: The term "boiler room® has heen substituted for "heat-

ing room™ throvrshout this report; the latter torm, howsver, still avpears in

he acco-manying sketches.) The Dombown Station boiler room services all :
locomotives for the Brno-~Jihlava, Brno~rusovany n/J-Znoiro, Srno-Veseli n/Mw 4
Trenciancka Tepla, and 3rno-illavlickuv Brod, lines. The boiler room at Tlorni J
lerspice services the locomotives for the 3rno~Ceslka Trebova, Srno-Breclave I
Bratislava, and Srno-Frerov lines. The elinmination of these boiler rooms

would seriously eriprle traffic, sinee the boiler rooms at 3reclav, Jihlava,
and Veseli n/if, vhich :ould have to take over in such a case, are not auffi-
ciently equirped to handle the job.

The 3rno stations are mot rrorerly built to handle am increased volume of

traffic, The Upto'm Ttation (Horni Nadrazi) is rractically all built on

viaducte: there is an irnn viaduct over Koliste Street, then a siz~span .
stone viaduct over Krenova Stroet, an iron viaduet over Silnicni Street,
& viaduet over Kridlovska Street, partly brick and partly iron, anid finally, -
an iron viaduct over the Svratka river. The last one is the most vulnerable.

The Do-mtom is substantially a freight station which, in the cvent of elimi-
nation of the Uptoun Station, would also ta“e care of passenrer traffic., The
Downtown Station is vulnerable at both 2nlds: .at the southern end there is

the iron viaduet spannine the Svratka Pivar, and at the northern end there
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are two iron bridges , one on the line to Zidenice and to the Vlara Pass

(above Plotni Street), and the other one on the line to the Uptowm Station

over Na Zvonarce Straset, All viaducts and bridges are marked oa Figure 2.
t

In cass of emergency the station at Horni Herspice will be important. It
is located on the double~track Brno-Bratislava line. In additiom to this
primary 1ine, the station has conmectine track (called "strojova Kolei%) to
the Uptown and the Dountoun Stations, The Brno-Jihlava line branches off
south of tho station. The importance of the Hormi Herspics Station will
rise immedistely after the elimination of the Uptown Station. All traffie
from Bohemin through Jihlava may be routed from the Horni Herspice Station
through the Brno Dowmbown Station and further through Veseli n/il to Slowakia
ox directly through Breclav to Bratislava. The station is built on level

und and hag no bridge objectives. The olimination of its southern end
where the boiler room also is located) will cut off the connection of Brno
with Bohemia through Jihlava and with Slovakia through Breclav..

Breclar (sce Figure 3a) is another important rail traffiec cemter, whers ex-
port and import froight are handled in normal times. It is a large train-
asggembly station with the following connectiona: Breclav-Brno, Breclav-
Bratislava, Braclav-Prerov, Breclav-Viemna, Breclav~Znojmo, and Breclav-
Iednice. At the Vienna railhead, just south of the passenger station, there
is an iron bridgs spanning ths Dyje River vhich was once blovn up by ths re-
treating Cermany Army. Another vulnerable spot is the boiler room, located
at the Brno mailhead close to the passenger station. Locomotives for all the
above montioned lines are serviced hera. The passenger station at the Brmo
railhead is being expended into a so-called "predmadrazi® (advanced station),
vhore freight trains arve assembled. The elimination of the station or the
destruction of the Dyje River bridge wuld mean the outting off of Slowakis
through Breclav. {Betwsen the lines to Vienns and to Znojme thers was a
large ammnition dump ealled "Bori Les".)

The station at Jihlava (see Fimure 3b) is e rail traffic center with single-
track lines to Havlickuv Brod, Beno, and Tabor. The freight and passenger
traing for all these lines are agssembled hers. A largs boiler room and &
machine shop are located at the so-called Kolin railhead. The elimination
of this railhead would render the serviecing of locomotives impossible, The
station ig built on level ground.

The station at Navlickuv Brod (sce Figwe 3c) has the double-track line
Hevliclouv Brod-Konin-Velky Osek and the single~trock lines Havlickuv Brode
Jihlava, Havlickuv Brod-Pardubice-Hradec Kralove, Havlickuv Brod-Brno, and
Havlieluv Brod-Humpolec. The stabtion is situated on level ground and is
being zebuilt. The boiler room, located at the Brmo railhead, is smaller
and legs important than the boiler room at Jihlava. Locomotives of smaller
types for the Havlickuw Brod-Brno, Tavlickuv Brod-Pardubice, and Havlicluv
Brod-Humpolee lines are coneentrated here. There is a viaduct spanning the
Kolin railhead {tho overpass of the road conneebing the towm with the Army
airficid), The Kolin railhead and the lines to Pardubice and Brno are
important.

From the Veseli nad Moravou station there are single-track lines to Brao,
Trencianskta Tepla, Nove Mests nad Vahom, and Kuty. The station has a boiler
room servicing the locomotives on these limes. The station is situated on
level ~7round. It can be eliminaied hy destruying the bridges spanning the
Morava River end its shoulders (sic) on the Bzense~Vesoli n/M segment. This
station {sea Figure 4a) is a relatively imrortant center for traffic with
Slovakia. Its importance would greatly increase with tho elimination of
Breclav,
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A1l tho above memtioned eventualities have been conaidered hy the Director-
ate sxperts, and the problems that would be ereated by the eliminmation of
individual centers of rail traffic have boen tentatively solved.

If Ceska Trobova 4s eliminated (see Figure 5), traffic to Moravia ani Slo-
vakia mst bo routed from Kolin or Fardubico to Havlicluv Brod. From there
1t can bs routed in two directioms. The shorter route would go directly to
Brno and on through Breclav to Bratislavu or from Brao through Veseli n/M
to Trencianska Tepla cr NowdMésto n/f. The second route from Havlickuv
Brod would go through Jihlava to Olrisky and from thore to Brno or through
Znojmo and Breclav to Bratislava. The £irast route, the direct lins from
Ravlickuv Brod to Brno, was tuilt as a local linstand is therefore less
suitable for large transports than the sorvond route. ’

. Traffiec from Slovakia to Bohemia is routed the samo way. The stretch from
Okrisky through Jihlava to Havlickuv Brod is a formidable bottleneck, being
single track. The traffic from the single-track Brno-Okrisky and Zno jmo-
Okrisky lines converges at Okrisky and must be carried north from there over
the single track. In the other dirsetion, the traffic detoured at Kolin
follows a doublo-track lime to Havliecluv Brod; here the traffic detoured from
Pardubice joins it, and the combinsd volume rmust be pulled through the single-
track Havlickuv Brod-Jihlave-Okricky line before it can be split again in two
directions. During the mobilization, the subsequant occupation of Breclav by
the Germans, and the break in the Brno-~Ceska Trebova line, the above lines
wore heavily ovorloaded. A1l materiel and military transports had to be
routed through Jihlava, and in several instances a complate overloading of
the line rasulted. Trains wore delayed as long as 24 hours for lack of
locomotives, ete. (The trains oh this line nced two locomotives as thers
are sections of rather steep climbing.)

12. The elimination of Ceska Trebova and Jihlava would completely cripple traf-

14
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fic through this region. The detour from Kolin or Pardubice through Havlickuv
Brod, Brno, andfarthor as described above is extremely diffiomlt, asince the
Havlickuv Brod-Tisnov-Brno has not boon completed. Source cannot furnish in-
formation pertaining to the detour from Hradsc Kralove through Hamusovies,
Olomouc, and Prerov, as he is unfamiliesyr with the capacity of this line.

The olimination of Breclav and Caslae Trebova would bring about a situation
similar to that in 1938 when the Gormans, by the occupation of Breclav and
a break in the Brno-Ceska Trebova line, made traffic between the western and
eastern sdctions of the country oxtremely difficult. Only one line, uhich
was moshly single track, was left to Czechoslovakis, namely the Troncianska
Tepla~Vesold n/ti~Brno~Jihlava=Havlickuv Bron-Xolin 1line.

The elimination of Brno and Breclav would cripple traffic in this area com-
pletely. All traffic between Bohemia and Slovakia would have to be routed
through Ceska Trebova, Prorov, and Bohumin.

The attached Figures 5«13 indicate the situatlons created Yy eliminmation of
the individuel railrcad centers.
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Fig. 11. - FLIMINATION OF CESEA TREBOVA AND JYHIAVA
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